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re-Christmas skiing had been off
our radar — New Year's had taken
centre stage in recent years. But
this time, we craved something
different: snow-capped mountains before
Christmas chaos, quiet runs, festive spirit
and a break from work and school. That's
how we found ourselves heading to Alpe
d’Huez, dreaming of a snowy sanctuary in
the French Alps.
We drove, as usual - flexibility, luggage
allowance and cost all in our favour. An

overnight stop in Reims broke the journey,

and by Saturday evening, after navigating
the 21 hairpin bends, we arrived in Alpe
d'Huez as the temperature hit -7°C. Snow
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crunched underfoot, fairy lights twinkled — it
already felt magical.

Our base was Le Cristal de I'Alpe, a modern
apartment that quickly felt like home. The girls
claimed bedrooms, the mini tree went up and
advent calendars dangled. That first night, we
stumbled upon Le Chalet du Per’Sillé, a gem
with blazing steaks and the kindest staff.

The real show began next morning: sunlight
through balcony doors, slopes calling. We
started with forgiving reds and blues, lift
queues non-existent. By Day 2, we tackled the
legendary Sarenne — Europe's longest black
run at 16km, exhilarating and thigh-burning.
Days fell into rhythm: early laps up Pic
Blanc, mountain lunches of pad Thai,

raclette and lasagne, and afternoons
never rushed. Evenings meant wandering
the village, low-key apres-ski and hearty
dinners. Ice skating, hockey, dog sledding
and spa sessions rounded it out.

By week’s end, Alpe d’Huez had rekindled
our love for pre-Christmas skiing — quiet
slopes, great snow, hearty meals and
festive cheer,

Travel:

By car via Eurotunnel as part of

a package with Peak Retreats.

Stay: Le Cristal de I'Alpe, 200m from pistes,
with pool, sauna and hot tub.
peakretreats.co.uk / 023 9283 9310

READ THE FULL FEATURE ONLINE AT INTHESNOW.COM/SKIING-IN-ALPE-D



